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& this Ordinance be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. 
ff ; Ellynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


PO OD a ob Gs wa Ls 


————_—y ———— 


Die cabbathi, 74. Marti, 1645. 
Rdered by the Commons aſſersbled in Parliament , T hat : 


- _ , Printed for Edward Huſband, Printer to the Ho- 3 
norable Houſe of Commons. 1646. 
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Die Sabbathi, 14. Martii, .1645; 
An Ordinance of the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament. 
He Lords and Commons affembled in Par- 
liamenr, Being very ſenſible of the great 
di Duty which liech upon them to ſettle Mat- 
62; ters concerning Religion and the Worſhip 
FS\1 of Almighty God ; And having continual- 
ly before their eyes, the Covrnant 
which chey have [o ſolemnly taken. for the performance 
thereof, and the manifo:d motives and incourage- - 
ments thereunto, which are given them from God. 
himſelf, by a ſpecial Hand of Providence, powring 
forth daily mercies upon them : - In diſcharge of their 
Duty, and in- purſuance of the: ſaid Covenant, and jn 
rhankfulneſs-to God forall his mercies, having diligent- 
ly applyed chemfſelves to that Work of his houſe by his 
Grace and Afsiſtance , they have made ſome progreſs 
rhercin , notwithſtanding the exigency of orher affairs; 
accompanied: often times with great and imminent dan- 
gers; And notwithſtanding the grear difficulty' of rhe 
Work it {elf in divers reſpe&s, and particularly in the 
right joynting of what was to be ſetrled with the Laws 
and Government of the Kingdom, the want: whereof 
hath cauſed much trouble in rhis and other Srates:; yer 
by the merciful aſſiſtance of God, having removed rhe 
Book of Common Prayer, wich all its unneceſſary and 
burthenſom Ceremonies,. and eſtabliſhed the -Direcory: 
in the room thereof, and having aboliſhed the Prelarical 
Hierarchy by Archbiſhops, Biſhops and their Dependants; 
and inſtead thereof, laid the foundation of 'a Presbyterial 
Government in every Congregation, with Subordination 
to. Claſſical, Provincial, and National aſfemblies, and of 
thei all co the Parliament; although ic cannot be ex- 
A 2 pected 
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peed that a prefent; Rule .m every particular ſhould be 
ferled all at.once,_ bur thar. there will be need of Supply- 
ment and Addicions, and haply alſo of Alterations in 
fome things, as experience ſhall bring to light rhe neceſſi- 
ty thereof, yer were the Fundamentals and Subſtantial 
parts of that Government long ſince ſerled in perſons, 
by and over whom it was to be exerciſed, and the na- 
rure, extent and reſpe&ive Subordination of their power 
was limited and defigned , onely concerning the Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of rhe Lords Supper, how all 


' ſuch perſons as were: guilty of notorious and ſcandalous 


Offences, might be ſuſpended: from it, ſome difficulty: 
ariſing, not fo much in the Matter it felf, as in the maner 
how ic ſhould be done, : and who ſhould be the Judges 
of the. Offence:: The. Lords 'and Commons having ir 
always in their purpoſe and -intenrion, and it being 
accordingly Declared and: Reſolved by them , That 
all ſorts. of. notorious ſcandalous Offenders ſhould be 
ſuſpended from the Sacrament; For the preventing of 
an indefinite,; and unlimited power inthe Elderſhips, they. 
held'it fic for the preſent, Thar the parricular Cafes of ſuch 


| ſcandalous Offences ſhould be ſpecified and enumerated; 


with expreſs Declaration, That furrher proviſion ſhould 
be made by Authority of Parliament , for ſuch! Caſes as 
werc-left out of rhe ſaid enumeration; which according- 
ty having fince taken into their ſerious conſideration, and 
having had ſeveral debates thereupon; as the difficulty of 
rhe Marter required, which hath raken up much:rime, 
for the avoiding, as far as poſſible may be, all Arbitrary: 
power; and that all ſuch::Caſes wherein perſons ithould 
be ſuſpended: from the Sacrament of. the Lords Supper, 
mighr be broughr to the cognizance, and paſs the Judge- 
menr of the Parliament, who were bound in Juſtice as 
well to. take care: that none. be. injuriouſly team 
” ml 


AS... is 
that Ordinance, as to:give. power whereby ſuch may be 
kept away who ate unfic. to partake therein, And tothe | 
-intental{o, thar a full and ſpeedy courſe may be {ertled to 
enable the ſeveral Elderſhips to ſuſpend all ſuch offendors 
fromthe Lords Supper, without having recourſe ro the 
Parliament ir ſelf from all parts of the Kingdom upon 
every ſuch emergent Caſe, which might prove trouble- 
ſom and tedious, and give liberty to ſuch notorious and 
{candalous Offendors ro communicate a long ſpace'tn the 
ſaid Ordinance, and to the intenr. likewiſe, That all luch 
Caſes coming 'firſt from the particular Elderſhips, may 
after they have paſſed the Judgement of Parliament,returf 
again to all the ſeveral Eldetſhips within the Kingdom, 
ro procced upon them f:om time to time in like maneras 
in: the. Caſes enumerated. For the ends and purpoſes 

ay aforeſaid, and alſo for ſupply of ſome defects in the 
..them, Tſy former Ordinance; and DireQions of: Parliament con- 
ers ſhouldly cerning the choice of Elders, and foine other Matters ; 
preventing if | Le RC 
rg, I. NEit O:dained, That there be fozth- 
Jeans 3 With a choice made of Etders 
viſion ſhould) tY20ughout the Kingdom of England,and 
uob-Cakin' Domtnton of Wales, tin the reſpective 
h according) Pariſh Churches and Chappels, acco2d- 


aeration, and! 


4 Iingtoluch Directions as Have already 
+ paſſedbothHouſes, bearing date Auguſt 
allArbixyy The nineteenth, One thouſand fix hun- 
erſons hold; = D2edfo2ty and five, aud ſince that time ; 
ords Sr; andall Claſſes and Parochial Congre- 
» ſites: Jations, are reſpectively hereby Autho- 
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_ rifed andrequired fozthwith effectuatly F7 ſuch 
to p2oceed therein accozdingly, ma. 

.  ... VU. That nofice of the Election of Fa, 
Parochtal and Congregational Elders, f? on 
 andof the time Wherrtt ſhall be, be given Te 

by the Minifter in the publtke Aſſembly, #! 
the next Lo2ds day but one befoze; and KF 
that on the ſaid Lozds daya Sermon be |f#! 
P2eached pzeparato2y to that weighty Wt" 
bulinefle, ; _ 
1. That ſuch Elections ſhall be by #2 
made by the Congregation, oz the majoz D©B 98> 
part of them then aſſembled, being ſuch 
as Have taken the National Covenant, and 
are not perſons under Age.no: ſervants 
 -thathaveno Families. = 
_ IV. Thatthe Tryers of Electiong of 
Elders, ſhall have poWer to receive. hear, 
and determine all exceptions bzought 
- 1n tothem concerning undue Elections; 
Ind to that end fo call befqze them all 
ſuch perſons fo elected, and accepting. 
{uch Election, and to ſend fo2 ſuch -ait= 

- nelles as ſhall be nominated unto them. 
by ſuchperſons as ſhall bzing in ſuch er- 
ceptions; and ſhall have power to exa- 

nn _— mine 


mine upon Dath,both the perſonis bzing- 
| tng tnſuch exceptions, and the ſatd Wit=- 
"1 neſles,concerning anyunduep2oceedings 
in the maner of the ſaid Electton, and 
concerning all matters of Jgnozance 
v2 Scandal objected againſt the party. 
elected, and expreſſed in any O2dinance 
of Parliament, to be a ſukkictent cauſe of 
ſuſpenſion from the Sacrament of. the 
L 02ds Supper(and of which, any Elder- 
ſhip by any O2dinance of Parltament 
hath cognizance and juriſdiction) and 
that ſhal be p2oved to have been commit- 
ted within one whole pear befoze the ex- 
cepttons exhibited; and that the perſons 
agatuſt whom the exceptions aretaken, 
hall Have like liberty to pzoduce Wit- 
_ nefſes to be examined tin ltke maner on 
their behalf. TT 
V. That the Lryers ſhall Have power 
to examine, Whether the Elders that are 
to be choſen, be {o qualified as ts expzeſ- 
ſed tn the . Prdinance o2 Directions 
which hath paſſed both Houſes, _. 
9 VI, That in caſe the Electfon. of any 
ner Elder of a Congregation upon juſt poof 
— eu | and 


and examination , be found by 232 Z,0p- Mun 
ers appointed fo: that purpoſe to be uit- pf what, * 
duely made ; the ſaid Lryers nay ozdec Fan 
ſuch Elder to be removed, and another to F7,; 
be.choſen in his place, 
VII. That the Chappeis 02 places in 
the Houſes of the King and Hts Childzen, 
ſhall continue free fo; the exerciſe of Di- 
vine duties to be perfozmed acco2ding 
to the Directory, and not otherwiſe. - 
VII. That the Chappeis 02 piaces in 
the Houſes of the Peers of this Realm, 
thall have the like freedom, 


IX. That the Savoy Pariſh ſhall be 9." 
reckoned within the eleventh Claſsis of |, 
_ London 
x. Thatthe Chappel of the Rolls | the 
two Serjeants Inns , and the four Ina: of 
Court, ſhall be a P2ovince of themſelves, 
That the Presbytery of the Chappel of 
the Rolls, the two Serjeants Inns, and the 


four Inns of Court, tall be divided into 
two Claſſes, 


That Lincolns- Inn, Grays-Inn, nerieancs- 
Inntn Chancery-Lane, and the Rolls, ſhall 
be one Claſsts : That the two Temples, 


and 


and Serjeants-Inn ttt Fleetſireet, thall be 
the other Claſsts. : | 
_ Xl. That the Claſsical Aſſemblies in 
each P2ovince, ſhall afſemble them-. 
ſelves within one moneth | after they 
ſhall be conftituted and this Ozdinance 
publiſhed , and ſhall thencefozth Hold . 
their meetings monethly ' by adjourn- 
ment, 92 oftner if need be, tn ſuch a cer- 


wiſe. | rainplace as ſhall be moſt convenient foz 


the eaſe of the oepple. 

X11; That- out of every Congregatt- 
onal Elderſhip, there ſhall be two Elders 
02 more , not erceeding the number of 
four, and. one Miniſter ſent to every 
Claſsts, 

XII. That all [perſons nuilty of noto2t- 
ous ſcandalous offences, and more par- 
ticularly,all renouncers of the true PÞ20- 
tcſtant Religton,p2ofefſed in the Church. 
of England, and all pezfons that ſhall by 
| _ 92 writing, matntain any ſuch 
err92s as do ſubvert any of thoſe Artt- 
cles, the 1gno2zance Whereof do render 
any perſon excluded from the Sacra- 
ment of the L02ds Dupper : Aud all 

JB perions 


perſons that (hall make any mages,02 


pictures of the Trinity, oz of any perſon UW... 


Thereof: And all perſons in whom malice 


appears, and they refuſe.tobe reconciled; 
and the ſame appearing upon juft p20of, 
all fuch perſons may be ſuſpended from 
the Sacrament of the Lozds Supper, 

XTV, That in every P2ovince perſons 
thail be choſen by the Houſes of Parlta- 


ment., that thall be Commifſstoners to- 
judge of ſcandalous offences (not enu- 


merated in any Ordinance of Parita- and 


ment) to them preſented; And that the 
Elderſhip of that Congregation where 
the ſaid fence Was committed , ſhall 
upon examination and p20of of fuch 


' ſcanvalous offence (in ltke maner as jiuatly.r! 


ts to de done in-the offences enumera=- 


ted) certifie the ſame. to the Commil- 
_ Honers, together with the. pzoof ta- 


ken bekdze them. and befo2e the ſaid 


certificate , the party accuſed ſhall have 


liberty to malic ſuch defence as he ſhall 
think fit before the ſaid Elderſhip, and. 
aifo. befo:ze the Commiſstoners, befo2e 
ny certificate ___ be made to the Par- 


lUament. 


T7 nag 
W4te 


ifament. Aud if the Card Cornmiſsioners 


Whoa After examination of all parties, ſhall 
 N determine the offence ſo p:eſented and 
| 


p20ved to be ſcandalous, and the ſame 
{hallcertifie tothe Congregation,the = - 
derſhip thereof may ſuſpend ſuch perſon 
from the Sacrament ofthe Lozds Sup- 
per tniltke maner as in caſes enumerated 
in any O:dinance of Parltament, 

- XV. Thatſuch pezſons as ſhall be cho- 
ſen fo2 Commiſstoners to judge of noto- 


0-29 rious and ſcandalous offences as afoze- 


ſaid, ſhall be men of good underſtanding 
in matters of Religion , ſound in the 
Faith, pzudent. diſcreet, grave, and of 
unblameable converſation, and ſuch as 
do uſnally.receive the Sacrament of the 
ELo2ds Supper, as Members of a Prek- 
byterial Congregation, 


XVI. That if any perſon ſhall commit 
any ſcandalous offence (not enumerated 
in any O2dinance of Parliament) upon. 
the day of the Adminiftration of the Sa- 
crament of the Lozds Supper in the 
face of the Congregation after it is a\- 
ſembled, the a of that Congre- 


= gation 


(12) 


gation may fowvear to adminiſter the Faq 


DSacrament to ſuch a perſon foz that 
time, and: He ſhall within etq1zt days 
after certife the ſaid offence and fo: - 
bearance unrothe Commiſstoners afoze- 
ſaid, and upon certificate ſo made, the 
ſatd 'Commiſstoners ſhall p29ceed there- 
upon as in other caſes not enumerated, 


and ſhall make certificate of the caſeo2 } 


caſes, "with their optntons, to bothHou- ,* 
ſes of Parliament With aliſpeed:: And ®| 
thereupon the Parltament ſhall pzoceed 
toa final determination of the caſe, and 


fend the ſame determination thereof to ht: & 
the Pariſh where ſuch offence ſhail have W92Pi 


been committed. and as often as the like 
caſe ſhall fall out in any Congregation, 
the Elderſhip thereof Having notice of 
ſuch determination. ſhall p2oceed there- 
upon as tn caſe of offences enumerated 
mn any Ozdinance of Parltameitt, 
- XVI. That the ſaid Commiſstoners 
upon notice given to them o2 any two 
of them, of any caſe of ſcandal befain 
_ (whereof they ought to Have cognizance 
w vertue of wy D2dinance of Parita- 
ment) 


wi — _ 

ſon fo, ment) thall aſſemble themſelves tn ſuch 
102th certain place within that P2ovince, as 
may be moſt conventent foz the eaſe of 
the people.: And thereof ſhall give time- 
Jpnotice to the Minifters of that Þ20- 
vince whereof they are Commilstoners, 
and being met ſhall adjourn their meet- 
ing from time totime, foz ſuch time as 

the caſe ſhail require. :  . 
XVIII. That the Elderſhip of each 
Congregation, o2 the majoz part of 
them. as aiſo the Claſsts of earh P20- 
vince o2 majo2 part of them , and alſo 


- 
- 


n thereof| the P2ovincial Commitſstoners 92. the 


e ſhallhah — majo2 part of them after they ſhall be 
nas thei aflembled, ſhail have power by War- 
gregatin rant under their hands (-in all caſes 
notice)  Whereok they Have cognizance by any 
oceedthicy — O2dinance of Parliament) to convent 
numeral  betoze them. all perſons, againſt whom 
any complaint ſhall be bzought by ver- 
tue of any ſuch O2dinance, and all ſuch 

Witneſles as ſhall be named acco:ding to 
any ſuch D2dinance foz the diſcovery of 
the Truth of ſuch. complaint; and in 
4 Cale any ſuch perſon ſhall refuſe to ay- 
A pear, 


14 
1 Peer or this Reaint? 
Wu of bog Houſe of Commons, 92 
_ Alstltant of the Houſe of Þeers , 02 Df: 
ficer of etther of the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, then upon complaint made to the 
_nert Juſtice of the Peace, the party re- 
fuſing ſhall be bzought before him; and 
in caſe of obſtinate perſiſting, ſhall ve 
committed by the ſatd Puſtice of Peace 
till he ſubmit to oder. 
- XIX. That if any Member of a Conqut- 
gation (hall by vertue of any O:dinance 
of .Parltament fo2 any offence of ſcan- 
dal, be ſuſpended from the Sacrament 
of the Lo2ds Supper; aud being ſo ſuſ- 
pended, ſhall offer himſelf to any other 
2egation to receive the 7 ono. 
of the Lo2ds Supper together with 
them, ſuch Congregation ava notice 
of ſuch ſuſpenſion, ſhall not without cer- 
_ fificate from the Congregation Where- 
 vfheis a Member, admit him unto the 
 Dacrament, 
XX. That any Miniſter of a Congre- 
gatton'may be ſuſpended from giving o2 
_ recetving, and any Elder from receiving 


the 


I Denn| the Sacrament of the Lozvs Supper. 
monx,y foz the ſame cauſes, and in the fame 
manner, and have the like benefit of Ap- - 
rd: peal as any other perſon may by any O2- 
to} Ddinance of Paritament ; + after ſuchſuſ- 
penſton of the Elder. from theSacrament, 
the Elder ſo ſuſpended , ſhall not execute 
that Dffice during his fuſpenſion, until 
the Appeal be determined; and if upon 
Appeal the ſuſpenſion appear -to have 
been juſt, then another to be choſeu in. 
his place, EE 
 XX1. That in all caſes of Appeal tothe 
Claſſical, Provinciai, oz National Af- 
ſembly, they ſhall have power reſpective- 
iy to p2oceed thereupon- by examinafton. 
of Witneſſes and otherwile,tnſfuchman- 
ner as the Congregational Elderſhip 
from which the Appeal ariſeth are ena- 
bled to do by any O2dinance of Parlta- 
ment; and ſhall certifie ſuch their p2o-. 
reedings unto the ſaid Elderſhip,, _ 
- Xx11. That incaſe of ſuch ſuſpenfion 
of any Miniſter, the Clafiis Whereunts 
the ſaid Congregation doth belong, ſhall 
appoint ſome fit perſon oz perſons. —"_ 
_ ES: uppiy: 


upply of that place during ſuch ſuſpen- 


| ion, and ſhall have power to allow con- 


ventent maintenance fo2 that end,out of 
the pzofits belonging to the Miniſter ſa 
ſuſpended, and have hereby poWer to ſe- 
queſter and imploy the ſame fo2 that 
J_= — 
XXII. That in all caſes of fuſpenſion of 
any perſon from the Sacrament, the 
party ſuſpended (upon manikeſtation of 
his oz her repentance befoze the Elder- 
ſhip by whom the party was ſuſpended) 
ſhall be admitted again unto theSacra- 
ment of the Lozds Supper, and the 
ſuſpenſion thencefozth ſhall be void, 
Provided, That.it the ſatd Commiſsto- 
ners 92 any two of them ſhall not deter- 
mine the caſe ſo certified as afozeſaid to 
them from the Elderſhip Within fix 
weeks after the ' Certificate to them 
made, The party 1s hereby enjopned to 
tozbear coming to the Sacrament 
until the caule (hall be determined. oz un- 
tithe give ſatisfaction to the Elderſhip, 
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